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Dear Parents and Guardians,

Elementary report cards are standards-based, which
is in alignment in meeting the rigorous standards set
forth by New York State, and adopted by our District.
Standards-based reporting offers consistency, as
students advance through each grade level. The

standards-based report card will provide parents

and guardians with information on how their
child(ren) is performing based on the standards,

Bethellen Mannix

in addition to work habits, effort, and behavior.

In addition to implementing standards-aligned
report cards, we have three 13-week marking
periods instead of four marking periods. This
gives teachers a longer period of time to
assess how each student is performing.

Elementary Principal/Special Education Chairperson

Elementary Report Cards

Our report card is aligned to the Next Generation Learning Standards and reflects updates in our curriculum

and instruction.

Parents will find the following:

Category titles and descriptors
reflecting the New York State and/or
Next Generation Learning Standards.

Consistent grading keys reflecting
student progress toward New York State
and District standards (4-1 scale).

Tanager Pride learning behaviors
reflecting the social skills and work habits
necessary for successful learning.

Report cards issued three times
per year instead of four.

There are four essential components of the standards-aligned system:

The learning standards as
outlined by the New York
State Department and
District Standards that
describe what a student
should know and be able
to demonstrate at an
identified point in time

The assessements that a
teacher uses to measure
learning and the extent to
which a student has met
each standard (Standards
are consistent across
district and grade levels)
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The standards-aligned
curriculum that a teacher
uses to ensure that
classroom instruction
targets those standards

The communication
tool that allows a
teacher to report



Report Card Academic Key

Achievement marks will be reported on a 4-point scale. A grade of “4” indicates a high level of
achievement, indicating a student has a strong understanding of all the concepts and skills taught for that
specific standard during the trimester with little to no errors. Content areas in which students were not
instructed will be marked with an N/A, which indicates the standard was not assessed at that particular
reporting time. Below is a detailed explanation of each of the academic performance indicators.
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CONSISTENTLY USUALLY SOMETIMES SELDOM

demonstrates demonstrates demonstrates demonstrates
concepts and skills concepts and skills concepts and skills concepts and skills
of standard taught of standard taught of standard taught of standard taught

during this trimester.

Frequency of
behavior: nearly
all of the time

Requires no support
when demonstrating
understanding of
concepts and skills

Demonstrates

a thorough
understanding of
content taught

Makes no major
errors or ommissions
when demonstrating
concepts or
processess

during this trimester.

Frequency of
behavior: most
of the time

Requires limited
support when
demonstrating
understanding of
concepts and skills

Demonstrates

a general
understanding of
content taught

Makes few major
errors or omissions
when demonstrating
concepts or
processes

during this trimester.

Frequency of
behavior: some
of the time

Requires moderate
support when
demonstrating
understanding of
concepts and skills

Demonstrates

a partial
understanding of
content taught

Makes some major
errors or ommissions
when demonstrating
concepts or
processess

during this trimester.

Frequency of
behavior: seldom

Requires
considerable
support when
demonstrating
understanding of
concepts and skills

Demonstrates

a limited
understanding of
content taught

Makes frequent
major errors or
ommissions when
demonstrating
concepts or
processess



Q & A Elementary Standards-Based
Report Cards

Why convert to a standards-aligned

report card?

Standards-aligned report cards provide:

« In-depth assessments of
student knowledge

« Consistent evaluations
throughout the year

- Individualized instruction information

- Consistent evaluations
between students

How do standards-aligned report

card help parents?

Standards-aligned report cards enable
parents to receive accurate information
based on cumulative student progress
throughout the trimester.

In addition they:

. Promote more detailed and
meaningful conversations at
parent/teacher conferences

. Allow for careful and precise
monitoring of student
achievement

. Reflect grade-level standards
and expectations so parents
gain a deeper understanding
of student progress

How do | know where my child stands
in relationship to the rest of the
class?

Standards-aligned report cards are designed to
demonstrate how each student is progressing
toward the New York state learning standards,
not how the student is performing relative

to other students. If we consider each

standard as a continuum, the report card
indicates progress toward the standard.
Communicating a student’s progress relative
to state learning standards is instructionally
sound and beneficial to students and parents.

Can a student perform at a level 3 and
then move to a lower performance

level the next trimester?

The expectations change from one trimester
to the next as students move toward
the end of grade-level expectations.

This means:

« Astudent may meet the
grade-level expectation during the
first trimester, but as the expectations
increase, the student might not
demonstrate the same level of
proficiency during the next trimester
« A student might receive a 3 in the
first trimester and then receive
a 2 in the second trimester



Q & A Elementary Standards-Based
Report Cards

Why use the 4, 3, 2,1 grading system? Why are only district-prioritized
state learning standards listed on the
report card?

A standards-aligned report card’s performance
rating approach (4, 3, 2, 1) provides

information about student achievement Team:s of teachers and administrators reviewed

without the need for traditional grades. the New York state learning standards and district
standards for each grade level. They then chose

Traditional grading systems: the descriptors considered the most significant

for student learning in each grade level.

+ Follow a teacher’s individual
assessments and expectations

+ Do not demonstrate a student’s
performance toward state
and district expectations

+ Do not align with other
NYS reporting procedures
(e.g., NYS Testing Program).

The standards-aligned report card actually
provides more specific information by
breaking each subject into multiple standards,
which identify specific skills. By using a
standards-aligned report card, parents

and students can easily see the student’s
specific strengths and areas of focus. A
standard-aligned approach ensures that

the Next Generation Learning Standards are
implemented and assessed with consistency.

The standards-aligned report card places
an emphasis on skills, not scores. The
goal is for every student to be successful

in every standard. The standards provide a
clearer picture of where students are on the
continuum towards the year-end goal.
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